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I
YEAR IN REVIEW

COMMUNITY

Last year, 3.3 million visitors found their way to
Discovery Green — an attendance not seen since
before the pandemic. From our offices in the
center of the park, we see it all: little ones taking
their first steps, marriage proposals, athletes
playing frisbee on lunch breaks, and friends
gathering for picnics or painting parties on the
lawn. Whether monumental or ordinary, so many of
life’s cherished moments unfold here.

In fact, a recent University of Houston study found
that one in three Houstonians visit Discovery
Green at least once a year. Visiting the park is a
reminder that people can create meaningful
change in their community. This 12-acre oasis in
the heart of downtown Houston is a safe, inspiring
space that respects nature and brings people
together. Spending time here, we feel connected
to something bigger than ourselves. It's a special
place to be, and | am privileged to shepherd its
evolution.

This 12-acre oasis in the heart

If you haven’t visited in a while, let me assure you: of downtown Houston is a
the park is better with you in it.

safe, inspiring space that
respects nature and brings

events. | say this as proof: At Discovery Green, people together. Spending

there’s always something to discover. From time here, we feel connected
concerts to fitness classes to art installations, the to something bigger than

This year, Discovery Green hosted more than 700

park has been home to countless awe-inspiring
. . ourselves.
experiences. We were even voted Best Park in

Texas by USA Today!

Photo: Julie Soefer Photography



This community takes a village to maintain. In
February, hundreds of our friends and supporters
gathered for the annual Gala on the Green®
presented by H-E-B making it the most well
attended gala in more than a decade. With co-
chairs Ulises and Kara Kinder Vidal and Eduardo
and Maria Vidal Morales at the helm we raised
over $1 million dollars for Discovery Green’s
programming and operations! Perhaps most
importantly, we celebrated our founding president,
Guy Hagstette and the metamorphosis of his vision
into a vibrant park. It was a cherished opportunity
to look back as | chart the path forward made even
more poignant with the additional presence of my
mentor, Barry Mandel.

CULTURE

Discovery Green continues to celebrate Houston’s incredible diversity through art, music, and cultural
traditions. By coming together in this shared space, we strengthen our bonds, grow civic pride, and
foster community.

This year, we introduced unforgettable experiences:

Discovery Green’s Art Lab launched with international renowned artist Jen Lewin as the first mentor.
Art Lab is a groundbreaking mentorship program designed to give Houston artists the skills,
opportunity and connections to break into the public art realm. Out of 63 Houston applicants, two
talented artists, Karen Navarro and Gerardo Rosales were selected as inaugural fellows. Lewin
mentored the two while also working on her mesmerizing installation Atlas, consisting of 24 oversized
and interactive moths hanging from the oak trees on the Brown Promenade.

We are thrilled to announce that as a result of Art Lab Discovery Green commissioned Navarro to
create a temporary public art installation at the park this fall. Chroma Collective will be displayed in
Discovery Green September 12 through November 2.



Our signature event Green Mountain Energy Earth Day flourished with a first-time partnership with
Houston First. The collaboration brought Squonk’s Brouhaha — an innovative band and performance art
group spectacular to the park. The group created a 30-foot-tall musical instrument that required
audience participation to play. As visitors worked together, it brought home the message that saving the

planet requires everyone united in a single goal.

For the first time ever, we presented bumper cars at the Green Mountain Energy Ice rink. It was such a
smash hit that we brought in bumper boats this summer while also reintroducing kayaking for the first
time since the pandemic. Houston has loved the opportunity to experience Kinder Lake in new and

exciting ways. About 40,000 rides were sold!

Plus, the Houston Pumpkin Festival welcomed nearly 100,000 people, making it one of our most popular
ticketed events. We've invited the Houston Pumpkin Festival back with even more new and exciting fall

fun and photo ops.

Culture, when shared, has the power to transform lives—and Discovery Green is proud to be where

those connections happen.

NATURE

Behind every beautiful green space is a dedicated team, and this year, our operations crew went
above and beyond. They refreshed numerous garden beds with new plantings, filled in the butterfly
and hummingbird gardens, brightened the donor hill with seasonal color, and replenished granite
along the promenades.

We invested $220,000 in maintaining our lawns and gardens, including repairing bare spots and
improving turf quality. Thanks to generous support from Apache Corporation and Houston First, we
also replanted five trees lost during Hurricane Beryl.

These efforts create a healthier, more vibrant space for all of us to enjoy. As research shows, the
benefits go far beyond beauty. Connecting with nature, whether through a quiet walk among the oaks
or a yoga class on the lawn, makes us healthier and happier.



This park is a wonderful spot for a day out! The grounds are well-kept,
with plenty of open space to relax or play. The atmosphere is peaceful,
making it a great place to unwind and enjoy nature. There are also
plenty of amenities, from walking trails to playgrounds, which cater to all
ages. Overall, it’s a great place to spend time outdoors, whether you're
alone, with family, or with friends. Highly recommended!

— Khanh Nguyen




WHAT YOUR SUPPORT MAKES POSSIBLE

Discovery Green has always been a catalyst for transformation. Its creation sparked $1.8 billion in
nearby development, and this year, we uncovered a new way to measure our impact: according to
Americans for the Arts, every dollar we spend on arts programming returns $3.70 to the local
economy.

Health, happiness, and economic prosperity—that’s an incredible return on investment!

This upcoming year we have our sights on even more exciting program. While fan favorites like
Mexico en el Corazon and Scream on the Green® will return in the fall, we’re also planning an evening
bigger Dia de los Muertos with a community altar by artist Angel Quesada, a Catrin and Catrina
contest and a musical “ofrenda” honoring the legacy of Texas music legends who have passed.

This winter in addition to the Green Mountain Energy Ice rink opening, we’ll celebrate with a new light
installation from Frankie To-ong, also known as H-Town Frankie. His genius with music and lighting
design promises to be an exciting addition to the season’s cheer. Then, in the spring we’re planning a
Lunar New Year celebration, even bigger EOG Resources’ FUNomenal Spring Break, a fresh Jazzy
Sundays in the Parks series and so much more. Stay tuned!

To our visitors, sponsors, donors, and friends: thank you for making Discovery Green the extraordinary

place it is.

Discovery Green President and Park Director

We thank you for your past support and urge you to

further your impact by renewing your donations at
discoverygreen.com/donate.
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MOST POPULAR LEISURE
DESTINATION IN DESTINATION IN TEXAS
HOUSTON

Stats compiled for FY 2025 using Placer.ai, visitor surveys and Conservancy records
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Discovery Green boasts an audience as diverse as Houston!

[ &)

$78,000 32% HOUSEHOLDS 14.6% OF VISITORS ARE
MEDIAN INCOME WITH KIDS FROM HOUSEHOLDS IN
POVERTY

Asian Other DEMOGRAPHICS VISIT FREQUENCY

3%
8%
- 0% 20%

2 - J, times/year 54%
Hispanic

143%
Monthly 23%

Weekly 9%

First Time 10%




WHY PEOPLE COME TO DISCOVERY GREEN

CULTURAL FESTIVALS OR EVENTS
FREE PARK ADMISSION
TIME WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS

O@O

O SURVEY SAYS!
TOP THREE REASONS

60% OF VISITORS SAY 86% OF VISITORS SAY 78% OF VISITORS DESCRIBE
THEY HAVE A STRONG THEY SPEAK WITH STRANGERS  DISCOVERY GREEN AS A PLACE
EMOTIONAL ATTACHMENT TO WHILE AT DISCOVERY GREEN WITH GOOD VIBES

DISCOVERY GREEN

TOP THEMES MENTIONED BY VISITORS IN GOOGLE REVIEWS

Family-friendly atmosphere — 117 reviews
Guests consistently describe Discovery Green as a welcoming place for kids, families, and
multigenerational visits.

Beautiful green space — 101 reviews
Visitors praise the park's natural beauty, trees, and open lawns as a much-needed escape in the city.

Free events and performances — 47 reviews
Many highlight concerts, movies, and festivals as key reasons they visit and return.

Splash pad and water features — 33 reviews
Especially popular with families during warm months, the splash pad remains a favorite.

OVER 200 DISCOVERY GREEN VISITORS AND SOCIAL MEDIA FOLLOWERS TOOK THE SURVEY IN JANUARY OF 2025.
GOOGLE REVIEW THEMES COUNTED AND SUMMARIZED BY CHAT GPT



We’re on a mini road trip in Houston and visiting Discovery Green was
one of the sweetest parts of our day. We came as a family so my 13-
month-old nephew could enjoy the areas designed for babies and kids,

and he absolutely did. We all walked around, took in the beauty of the
park and loved the peaceful vibe.

Heysel Requena

Photo: Lawrence Elizabeth Knox




ENGAGEMENT

NEWSLETTERS

FANTASTIC NEW DONORS

GOOGLE REVIEWS

49,000 SUBSCRIBERS
7\ 1630 NEW IN 2025 Q/E_)O 4.7 RATING

39% OPEN RATE o 930 NEW REVIEWS

SOCIAL MEDIA

520,000 O @ i—

TOTAL FOLLOWERS

11 MILLION 600,000
TOTAL IMPRESSIONS  TOTAL ENGAGEMENTS

a discoverygreen and 2 others
. Azabache - La Calle Estd Caliente {Ins...

= discoverygreen 9w
Let's keep those hips moving ladies and
gentleman.

That's right Park After Dark featuring
salsa classes with @yayita_finin and
@eleda_dancetx is coming back! Grab
your partner or come solo for a night of
dancing under the stars.

Rocket Dog will be filled with toys and
games ready for the kiddos to play with.
The splash pad will stay on later and
food vendors will be here for your
evening appetite.

Thursday, June 26

View insights
Qv R S =

&~ @ 868 likes )

June 22 ' 51.5K - View insights Boost post
3 Addacomment.. ®) Qg1s Q7 ) 1808 A




DISCOVERY GREEN CONSERVANCY

VENUE LICENSE

DISCOVERY GREEN SUPPORTS TOURISM & REVITALIZATION OF DOWNTOWN HOUSTON

199 24

OTHER EVENTS HELD NONPROFIT
AT DISCOVERY GREEN PARTNER EVENTS

SOUTHERN SMOKE FESTIVAL

10,000 ATTENDEES

More than 60 chefs and personalities from across the country gathered for this party at Discovery Green.
Proceeds supported the Southern Smoke Foundation’s mission to support food and beverage workers in crisis
nationwide.

WE ARE HOUSTON RUN FEST
20,000 ATTENDEES

Runners crossed the Chevron Houston finish line, or the Aramco Houston half marathon, and then celebrated
their accomplishment with friends and family. Discovery Green provides the perfect atmosphere to meet up,
hang out and relax after the race.

KOREAN FESTIVAL
30,000 ATTENDEES

Since 2009, The Korean Festival has become one of the largest free cultural events hosted at Discovery Green
in Downtown Houston, drawing tens of thousands of visitors to its cultural presentation and culinary
experience. This year the festival expanded with a two day program.

RED BULL SHOWRUN HOUSTON PRESENTED BY FORD
30,000 ATTENDEES

An action-packed afternoon as Oracle Red Bull Racing made its Houston debut with a one-day only event.
Fans enjoyed the sights and sounds of F1 up close as Oracle Red Bull Racing’s award-winning race car, RB7,
pulled off flawless donuts and roaring burnouts on a custom-built temporary track surrounding the iconic
Discovery Green.



i ] -' o .
Photos: Lawrence Elizabeth Knox, Southern Smoke Foundation
Chris Tedesco / Red Bull Content Pool, Houston Marathon Committee

"This city park in the middle of downtown Houston is a wonderful green space
right in the heart of the city. It's the perfect spot to escape the urban hustle and
enjoy some fresh air. The park is beautifully maintained, with plenty of trees,
walking paths, and seating areas to relax. It's a great place for a quick walk, a
peaceful break, or even a picnic with friends. The blend of nature and city
vibes makes this park a real gem in downtown Houston, offering a nice retreat
from the busy streets around it."

--lvan Medrano
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DISCOVERY GREEN CONSERVANCY

ARTS
bk 56,500 550,000

EVENTS EVENT ATTENDEES TOTAL ATTENDANCE

JAZZYSUNDAYS IN THE PARKS - Photos: Egidio Narvaez
MADE POSSIBLE BY KINDER FOUNDATION

35,900 ATTENDEES

Emancipation Park, Buffalo Bayou Park, and Discovery Green team up to celebrate the Houston musicians who
keep the tradition of jazz alive and bopping. The concert series is made possible by a grant from the Kinder
Foundation.



DISCOVERY GREEN CONSERVANCY

SPECIAL EVENTS

27 gs,ooo

EVENTS ATTENDEES
Y

IRLS ON THE GREEN SPONSORED BY UNITED AIRLINES Photo: Egicio Narvac
10,300 ATTENDEES

A chance to view the art cars featured in The Orange Show’s Art Car Parade. Visitors see the art cars up close
and party with the artists!

Good time with my girls. We enjoy it with all the lights from
different buildings and events they have.

Mike Bond

Can't wait to come back to visit with My grand daughters.
What a cute fun place.

Ms. Kem




Photo: Morris Malakoff

2,400 ATTENDEES

A chance to view the art cars featured in The Orange Show’s Art Car Parade. Visitors see the art cars up

close and party with the artists!

FLEA BY NIGHT
13,700 ATTENDEES

Flea by Night presented by Green Mountain Energy is an open-air market featuring local artisans and small
business owners selling vintage, handmade, recycled, repurposed and local goods.

Photo: Lawrence Elizabeth Knox




GREEN MOUNTAIN ENERGY EARTH DAY
25,000 ATTENDEES

The 2025 Green Mountain Energy Earth Day at Discovery Green was all about renewable energy and its power
to change the planet for the better. Thanks to a first-time partnership with Houston First, the audience enjoyed
Squonk’s Brouhaha — an innovative band and performance art group spectacular to the park.
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MEXICO EN EL CORAZON
7,300 ATTENDEES

México en el Corazon is a touring ballet folklorico troup featuring more than 50 performers in stunning
traditional costumes.

Photos: Jamaal Viﬁcent




SCREAM ON THE GREEN®
7,000 ATTENDEES

Houston’s citywide Halloween celebration with a costume contest, dance party and more!

e
Photos: Egidio Narvaez




DiA DE LOS MUERTOS
1,200 ATTENDEES

Dia de los Muertos, or Day of the Dead, is a Mexican holiday where families and friends gather to celebrate,
remember and prepare special foods in honor of those who are no longer living.

Photos: Jamaal Vincent




DISCOVERY GREEN CONSERVANCY

FAMILIES & CHILDREN
20 25,000

EVENTS ATTENDEES

DISCOVERY GREEN CONSERVANCY SUPPORTS FAMILY LIFE IN THE CENTRAL CITY THROUGH
AFFORDABLE PROGRAMS AND RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR FAMILIES AND CHILDREN.

Lo

_" e Vi " " a5 =, o, )
Photos: Lawrence Elizabeth Knox, Nic Martinez, Egidio Narvaez




DISCOVERY GREEN CONSERVANCY

HEALTHY LIVING
247 8,800

EVENTS ATTENDEES

DISCOVERY GREEN OFFERS AFFORDABLE PROGRAMS AND EXPERIENCES THAT PROMOTE
HEALTHY LIVING AND A SUSTAINABLE RELATIONSHIP WITH THE WORLD THAT WE SHARE.

FITNESS PRESENTED BY UTHEALTH HOUSTON
7,800 ATTENDEES

Fitness in the Park includes Gentle Flow Yoga, Clase De Yoga Respiracion Consciente Y Meditacion De
Sonidos En Espafo, and Hatha Yoga.

— I e x|

Photos: Lawrence Elizabeth Knox, Nic Martinez



GREEN MOUNTAIN ENERGY
E AT DISCOVERY GREEN

One of a kind outdoor ice skating rink in
5 8 52' o O O Houston, during the winter season.
| |

EVENT ATTENDEES
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RINK 41 9,700

EVENTS ATTENDEES Houston’s only outdoor roller rink.

Photos: Egidio Narvaez, Nic Martinez

Photos: Kirsten Gilliam



DISCOVERY GREEN CONSERVANCY

ENTERTAINMENT
14 9,500

EVENTS ATTENDEES

EVERYONE
DESERVES

THE ;
T, CHANCE

; ToiRl S

AL l‘f"
BANK OF AMERICA’S SCREEN ON THE GREEN

6,700 ATTENDEES

Bank of America’s Screen on the Green, free outdoor movie nights.




DISCOVERY GREEN IN THE NEWS
$72,070,000 14,000

PUBLICITY VALUE CLIPS

Q Forbes Subscribe  Sign In Discovery Green has also become one of the city's
premier art venues, first introducing its public art

e 80 / rogram in 2014.
Mingle With Moths | *%
A ) Tl O l"’ Expanding on that mission, Discovery Green seeks to
IllOllg 1€ dK create a more diverse and inclusive public art sector
) ) ’ for local, underrepresented artists through a first-of-
TI'QGS ll] HO[IStOl] S its-kind mentorship program: Art Lab. Prioritizing
artists of color, women, and the LGBTQ+ community,

= ~ ¥ oy T A - v
])15(0\61 _\ (JI CCrl Art Lab supports artists in developing their skills and

providing access to the resources needed to fund,
Artist/engineer Jen Lewln returns build and place large-scale, interactive public art.

to the subject of moths for an FORBES

installation among the mighty oak

USA TODAY

10BEST
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